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"CABO VERDE

— INTRODUCTION

Girls in Africa are among the most vulnerable
groups, subjected to widespread violations of
their rights to survival, protection,
participation and development. A complex
interplay of cultural norms, legal, social,
economic and political factors contribute to
their situation.

The African Child Policy Forum (ACPF)
comprehensively examined the overall
situation of girls in Africa and assessed the
performance of governments in realising the
rights and wellbeing of girls using a
rights-based statistical framework called the
Girl-Friendliness Index (GFl). This framework is
composed of three central pillars of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
and the African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) which deal
with girls’ rights to: Protection, Provision and
Participation. The GFl is adapted from the
Child-Friendliness Index (CFl), uses 23 relevant
indicators and applies robust statistical
techniques to measure and compare the
relative performance of African governments
in fulfilling their obligations to respect, protect
and fulfil girls’ rights and ensure their
wellbeing.
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The following is a brief summary of the status

of Cabo Verde in the 2020 GFl in comparison
to other African countries. For details, see the
full report at: https://www.africanchild.report.
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HOW FRIENDLY IS
THE GOVERNMENT TOWARDS
GIRLS IN 2020?

Government that is friendly towards girls is
defined as: "...one which is making the
maximum effort to meet its obligations to
respect, protect and fulfil girls’ rights and
ensure gender equality among children as
compared to other governments.”

This effort will be reflected in the laws and
policies a government adopts, its
allocation of resources, its achievement of
outcomes for girls and progress made in
addressing gender inequality among
children.

WHERE IS CABO VERDE IN THE 2020 GFl¢
Cabo Verde ranked sixth from the 52 countries
assessed using the index and among the
seven most girl-friendly countries in Africa.

GFl scores and rankings, 2020

Mauritius 0.8109 1

Tunisia 0.7766 2

South Africa 0.7761 3

Seychelles 0.7439 4 Most-friendly
Algeria 0.7400 5

Cabo Verde 0.7156 3

Namibia 0.7105 7

Egypt 0.6604 8

Lesotho 0.6504 9

Eswatini 0.6428 10

Zimbabwe 0.6381 11 Friendly
Rwanda 0.6343 122

Sdo Tomé & Principe 0.6139 18

Botswana 0.6112 14

Ghana 0.6016 15

Morocco 0.5624 16

Kenya 85588 17

Benin 0.5478 18

Gabon 055898 19

Togo 0.5368 20

Angola 05275 21

Cote d'lvoire 05175 22 Fairly-friendly
Congo 051572 23

Djibouti WSS 24

Senegal 0.5040 25

Mozambique 0.4863 26

Sierra Leone 0.4858 27

Burkina Faso 0.4807 28

Equatorial Guinea 0.4648 29

continved to next page...






The Ten Priority Areas for Action to Improve the State of

Girls Wellbeing and Rights in Africa

1. Develop girl-friendly laws and policies, repeal discriminatory
provisions

2. Withdraw reservations to regional and international treaties relevant
to the rights of girls

3. Invest in girls’ education at all levels
4. Invest in girls’ health and nutrition

5. Address the emerging mental health problems among adolescent
girls

6. Initiate comprehensive social protection programmes specifically
targeting girls in impoverished communities

7. Eliminate violence against girls in all settings
8. Address the needs and circumstances of vulnerable girls
9. Create regular platforms to enhance girls’ participation

10. Invest in gender-disaggregated data on children.

As a final point, African governments, including the government of Cabo Verde, need
to recognise that girls are key drivers of fransformation who can trigger a chain reaction
that ultimately leads towards a peaceful and prosperous Africa. A society that
marginalises and discriminates against girls is abdicating its nation building responsibility.
Therefore, everyone should aspire for a continent no less than one where every girl
develops to her full potential in an atmosphere of dignity and equality and join hands to
create a continent that is friendly to girls throughout their life cycle.
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