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WHY IS ETHIOPIA CLASSIFIED AS
LESS-FRIENDLY IN THE 2020 GFle

Ethiopia categorized as less-friendly tfowards girls
in the rankings mainly for the following reasons.

PROVISION
NUTRITION

Malnutrition among girls is relatively high in
Ethiopia. For instance, one in every three girls
under-five of age are stunted.

HEALTH

Health outcomes in Ethiopia remain low. Only
47.5 percent of births occurred in health facilities
and Basic vaccination coverage among girls
aged 12-23 months is also relatively low at 43
percent.

BUDGETARY COMMITMENT

Investments in some of the sectors benefiting
children are relatively low in Ethiopia. Health
expenditure is only 4.8 percent of total
government expenditure and government
contribution to the costs of Expanded
Programme on Immunization (EPI) is just 43
percent.

PROTECTION

BIRTH REGISTRATION

Ethiopia is a country with the lowest birth
registration in Africa — only 3 percent of the girls

under-five of age have their births registered with

civil authority.

CHILD LABOUR AND CHILD MARRIAGE

Ethiopia has the highest prevalence of child
labour among girls (46 percent) and one of the
highest child marriage rates in Africa (about 40
percent).

Countries with the highest prevalence of child labour
among girls
(Source: DHS & MICS 2010-2018)
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LAWS

Although Ethiopia has put in place several laws
and policies to protect children from abuse and
exploitation, some more remains to be
endorsed. These include: the Protocol of 2014 to
the Forced Labour Convention, the ILO
Domestic Workers Convention, the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of
all forms of Discrimination against Women, the
Kampala Convention, and the Convention of 25
October 1980 on the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction. Ethiopia is also to
ban corporal punishment in all settings and
raise minimum age of criminal responsibility from
9 to 14.

CONCLUSION AND PRIORITY AREAS FOR ACTION

Ethiopia is among the less-friendly countries
towards girls and much more remains to be
done. The government should further enact or
amend legislations that protect girls and put
greater attention to the implementation of
existing legislation; as well as increase national
investments to improve and strengthen the
country's education, health, and child
protection systems.

Overall, ten priority areas of action identified to
be taken by African governments to improve
the wellbeing of girls and these actions need
active involvement of relevant actors including
the private sector, civil society organisations
and girls themselves for greater results and
impact.



The Ten Priority Areas for Action to Improve the State of

Girls Wellbeing and Rights in Africa

1. Develop girl-friendly laws and policies, repeal discriminatory
provisions

2. Withdraw reservations to regional and international treaties relevant
to the rights of girls

3. Invest in girls’ education at all levels
4. Invest in girls’ health and nutrition

5. Address the emerging mental health problems among adolescent
girls

6. Initiate comprehensive social protection programmes specifically
targeting girls in impoverished communities

7. Eliminate violence against girls in all settings
8. Address the needs and circumstances of vulnerable girls
9. Create regular platforms to enhance girls’ participation

10. Invest in gender-disaggregated data on children.

In conclusion, African governments, including the government of Ethiopia, need to
recognise that girls are key drivers of tfransformation who can frigger a chain reaction
that ultimately leads towards a peaceful and prosperous Africa. A society that
marginalises and discriminates against girls is abdicating its nation building responsibility.
Therefore, everyone should aspire for a continent no less than one where every girl
develops to her full potential in an atmosphere of dignity and equality and join hands to
create a continent that is friendly to girls throughout their life cycle.

A>ican Child
Policy Forum
\/ ACPF

African Child Policy Forum, P.O. Box 1179 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Telephone: + 251 116 62 81 92/96, Fax: +251 116 62 82 00
E-mail: info@africanchildforum.org, Website: www.africanchildforum.org



